The traditional names for the Sundays in Advent draw their names from the appointed introits, the first three weeks of which are, in turn, drawn from Psalms 25, 80, and 85. As we look forward in joyful expectation to the return of our Savior, our midweek meditations consider how these Psalms unfold God’s salvation past, present, and future for the lives of the saints. These Psalms are prayers well suited to God’s people in this time of faithful waiting. They aptly apply God’s promises fulfilled in the past and established for the future to all our present cares. With the Psalmist, even in the world’s darkest gloom, we pray in joyful expectation: Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles! (Ps 25:22)

Wednesday of Ad Te Levavi – December 5

Psalm 25: “Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.” As much as waiting and trial characterizes our lives in this world, none of those who wait on the Lord will be put to shame; we can take safe refuge in his faithfulness in every trial, in the hour of death, and in the day of judgment.

LSB 355: O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide

LSB 745: In God, My Faithful God

LSB 335: O Bride of Christ, Rejoice

Wednesday of Populus Zion – December 12

Psalm 80: “You brought a vine out of Egypt, you drove out the nations and planted it.” That which God has planted is secure, but every plant he has not planted will be uprooted.  Christ’s Church suffers in this world, but as his own planting and the members of the Son of Man whom he has made strong for himself, it shall endure to the last day.  The Church’s true character will be revealed when God’s face manifestly shines on her in eternity.

LSB 672: Jerusalem the Golden

LSB 850: God of Grace and God of Glory

LSB 924: Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing

Wednesday of Gaudete – December 19

Psalm 85: “Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land.” God’s glory came to be manifested among his people of promise at the cross, where the Son of Man was lifted up, to draw all men to himself.  So his glory and salvation are hidden under opposites in this life.  On the last day, the reality of what he has done will shine forth in the midst of all the redeemed, in the land of our eternal citizenship.

LSB 348: The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns

LSB 700: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

LSB 917: Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise

